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About the document

This document has been prepared for momineen and mominat of St. Louis
Community. The root of the document takes its base from a similar document
prepared for New Jersey community several years ago.

This particular document for St. Louis community has been reviewed by Maulana
Syed Rizwan Rizvi of New Jersey for accuracy.




1) WHEN THERE IS DEATH IN THE FAMILY

Death is inevitable. We all have to return to the Creator to face our deeds as
recorded by Allah’s sentinel (guardian angels)

Quran has recorded , .,
oyl 4B i (K
“"KULLO NAFSAN ZAIQATUL MAUTH"

"Every soul will taste of death”
Surah #3 AALE IMRAN Ayat 185.

S adl Gl & G
“INNA Li LLAH-E- WA INNA ELAHE RAJAOON”

“Verily we are Allah’s, and verily to Him we shall return”
Surah # 2 AL BAQARAH Ayat 156.

As death can occur any time and any place one should make sure that one’s
descendants are well aware of;

(1) What is to be done on his/her death regarding his/her burial and other rites?

(2) How his/her accumulated wealth is to be disposed of/distributed.

2) BURIAL AND OTHER RITES

2.1  BURIAL EXPENSES

As it is obligatory in Islam that all burial Expenses are first paid from the estate of
the deceased and it is in deceased’s interest to pay these the soonest. The best
arrangement will be to keep the estimated costs and expenses (see Section 12.0) in
a separate bank account so that required funds are available to pay the dues
without any delay; most of which are payable upfront.

2.2  PURCHASE A GRAVE IN YOUR LIFE TIME
The best arrangement is to purchase a grave while you are alive and provide copies
of the allotment letter to your family/descendants.

2.3  KEEP YOUR KAFAN READY




It would be good to buy your KAFAN in advance and keep it in a bag with a copy of
the allotment letter of the grave clearly giving grave number and location
(Cemetery) addresses and telephone numbers of the Funeral Organizers. A copy of
the “When you have a death in the family” should also be placed in the same bag.

During the course of transportation NAJASAH may soil the shroud and the body. As
such cleaning the NAJASAH will have to be done and the shroud replaced. It is
advisable to have an extra shroud and to carry it right up to the grave and also a
can of water. Water is also required to sprinkle the grave.

3) FAMILY’S COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE

Appoint a few responsible members of the family/friends to request for the
communication by email/phone etc of the demise of your relation/friend to all
members of the community giving estimated time and location of the SALAT E
JANAZA and burial time.

4y DEATH AT THE HOSPITAL

Soon after the patient is admitted at the Hospital the attending physician should be
requested that if and when death occurs the following things may please be done to
the dead body, in compliance with our rituals.

The deceased is laid with feet towards the North East (QIBLA) and the eyes
and mouth should be shut.

The hands/arms of the dead body should not be folded across the abdomen
or the chest but these are laid straight by the side of the body.

It is important to advise the Hospital staff, that in case of a female patient's death
female staff should handle the deceased — males are not allowed to touch the
body of a female patient, as per Islamic Rites.




55 ORGAN DONATION

Question 1: Can a person donate some of his organs to a patient who is in need of
transplantation?

(A) During your life -time: The late Ayatullah al-Khu'i had different verdicts on
“major organs” and “minor organs”. He had allowed donation of minor organs but
disallowed donation of major organs. A criterion of defining “minor organ” is its
ability to regenerate by itself. So donating blood, skin drafting and bone-marrow
transplants would be considered as donation of minor organs and would therefore
be permissible. But the kidney would be classified as a major organ and, therefore
would not be permissible for donation. This is also the view of Ayatullah Jawad
Tabrizi. Ayatullah Sistani, however, does not differentiate between the minor and
major organs. As long as the donor would not be seriously handicapped himself or
herself, there is no problem in donating one’s organ, minor or major. Therefore,
donating a kidney also would be permissible provided the donor has another healthy
kidney. Ayatullahs Nasir Makarim and Khamanie would concur with this view.

(B) After your death:  According to the late Ayatullah al-Khu'i, donating some of
the organs (whether minor or major) after the death is permissible provided you
have expressed your intention clearly in your will. Ayatullah Nasir Makarim also holds
the same opinion. Ayatullah Khamanie allows this provided the body does not look
like a mutilated body — so donating internal organs would be permissible but cutting
off the external organs would amount to mutilation of the corpse which is not
permissible. However, Ayatullahs Sistdni and Jawad Tabrizi do not
recognize the validity of such a will at all; and, therefore , donating an
organ after death is not permissible in their views unl ess a Muslim
depends on it, then based on the will it can be donated

Source: http://www.sistani.org/english/ga/search/1148/

Question: Are we allowed to donate our organs upon our death? For example our
heart, liver, kidneys? Is the soul still attached to the body once we are dead, or is
that not true?

Answer: It is permissible, but it is not permissible, as a measure of precaution, to
cut an organ of a dead Muslim if he bequeathed, unless a Muslim’s life is in danger.

Source : Al-Furgan — Maulana Muhammad Rizvi
Vol. 1 * 26 Jumadi I 1427 * 22 June 2006 * No. 10

Q1281: Is blood money payable in the matter of using the cornea of a dead person
to be transplanted in the eye of another person, noting that corneal transplant is
done mostly without the permission of the deceased’s guardian? Assuming that it is
payable, how much should be paid for both the cornea and the eye?

A: It is haram to remove the cornea from the dead body of a Muslim. Fifty dinars are
payable as blood money in such a case. Should it be done with the permission of the
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http://www.sistani.org/english/qa/search/1148/

dead person in his lifetime, there is no objection to it and paying blood money is not
necessary.

Q1285: I have expressed my wish to donate my organs after my death. I was told
that I should make a will in this regard and inform any heirs. Have I the right to do
S0?
A: There is no harm in making use of a dead person’s organs for transplantation in
the bodies of other people in order to save their lives or treat their ilinesses. There is
no objection to writing this in one’s will. This ruling, however, does not cover those
parts of the body, whose removal could amount to muthlah of the body itself,
or severing them would violate the dignity of the dead according to established the
common View.
Source for the above to Question and Answers : Ayatollah Khamenei’s website
for Islamic laws http://leader.ir

6) INFORM THE FUNERAL ORGANIZERS

Anjuman-e-Ahle Bayt (Zainabiya Imambargah) organizes funeral service upon
request of the deceased’s family. To get this service please contact the Zainabiya’s
funeral organizers at your earliest convenience to enable them to initiate action.
Once you have made this request all family decisions will be taken in consultation
with them or with their knowledge.

If you have already purchased a grave  site please let Zai n ab fuyeaal s
organizers know the location number of the site to be used . Also, the
family members must verify the grave _site before the burial
Zainabiya’s funeral organizers will inform the Ce me t e Fupéras Director to:
1. Arrange for the release of the dead body from the hospital
2. Obtain the required Death Certificate
3. Arrange for the transportation of the dead body from hospital / home to
where it needs to be taken to (see section s 13 and 14 for the list of
items needed).

It would be a good idea to leave with Anjuman (Zainabiya Imambargah) couple of
telephone numbers where from the information/status could be updated. The
appointed member should stay in touch with the Anjuman (Zainabiya Imambargah)’s
Funeral Organizers before making any announcement regarding the time of Salat e
Janaza, burial etc.

Cemetery Funer al D ifeeseaod cbargessare  payable upfront or soon
after .




Zainabiya’s Funeral Organizers will inform the volunteer GHUSSALS (momineen who
will perform ghusl e mayyit) of the time the dead body is expected to reach for
GHUSL, KAFAN, and Salat e Janaza.

Zainabiya’s Funeral organizers will provide the Cemetery Management the grave
number; the name of the deceased and the approximate time the burial is to take
place and request them to have the grave opened and arrange for the special
concrete Box required for the grave.

Cemetery charges are payable upfront or soon after

Zainabiya’'s Funeral organizers will additionally arrange for a Maulana to lead the
funeral prayers (if requested by the family ) and to be present at the graveyard to
direct the burial and to recite ‘TALQEEN' to the deceased.

7) CEMETERY

Bellerive Gardens

740 North Mason Road
Creve Coeur, MO 63141
Phone # 314 -434-3933

The dead body is transported provided by Cemetery’s Funeral Director where
volunteers do the GHUSAL and KAFAN. It is important that the WARIS of the dead
body to reach earlier than the Volunteer GHUSALS to give the KAFAN Bag to the
GHUSALS, and to give them the required permission to proceed with GHUSAL and
KAFAN.

After GHUSAL and KAFAN the dead body is placed in plywood casket and is then
moved for Funeral Prayers and a short Majlis (if requested).

8) AT THE CEMETRY

The casket containing the dead body is moved to the graveyard in the transport
provided by the Funeral Director. The casket containing the dead body is placed
near the grave. The body can be placed directly in the grave without the casket.

After TALQEEN the grave is covered and every one attending the funeral rites offer
FATEHA and leave.

Before the dispersal of the participants it is good to announce if possible the date,
day, time and location of the SOYEM of the deceased.




It is advisable to carry a can of water to the cemetery as water is also required
to sprinkle the grave.

Date of the Soyem, Chelum Majalis and Quran Khawani is to be fixed in consultation
with Anjuman (Zainabiya Imambargah) and the Maulana; the family would like to
invite for the occasion.

9) TRANSPORTING THE BODY OVERSEAS

Should the family decide to send the dead body overseas for burial, arrangements
and costs will have to be worked out with the Funeral Director from the cemetery.
The body has to be embalmed as per law that is it has to be medicated, blood
drained out etc. Embalming is not allowed according to Ayatollah Sistani and other
Maraji as well. Embalming here means, draining of all the blood from the body and
using chemicals, drugs and balsams to preserve the body. Maraji give permission
when there is a genuine necessity.

In such cases the family has the option to have the funeral services i.e. Ghusl-e-
MAYAT and KAFAN carried out here, or at the final destination.

Muslim Funeral Home in Chicago specializes in Muslim funerals and transportation of
the body overseas. Their contact information is:

Muslim Funeral Home — Chicago
815 549 9400 — Br. Shakil / Br. Suleman

10) TRANSPORTING THE BODY WITHIN THE U.S.

Should the family decide to send the dead body to a different state for burial,
arrangements and costs will have to be worked out with the Funeral Director from
the cemetery. Some states may require the body to be embalmed, medicated, blood
drained out etc. Embalming is not allowed according to Ayatollah Sistani and other
Maraji as well. Embalming here means, draining of all the blood from the body and
using chemicals, drugs and balsams to preserve the body. Maraji give permission
when there is a genuine necessity.

In such cases the family has the option to have the funeral services i.e. Ghusl-e-
MAYAT and KAFAN carried out here, or at the final destination.




Bellerive Funeral Home offers this service. Alternatively, Muslim Funeral Home in
Chicago also specializes in Muslim funerals and transportation of the body. Their

contact information is:

Muslim Funeral Home — Chicago
815 549 9400 — Br. Shakil / Br. Suleman




11) WASIYAT/ WILL

If you have personal property “will” is mandatory

"It [s prescribed for you, when death approaches one of you, if he
leaves behind wealth, that he bequeaths unto parents and near
relatives in goodness; (this i[s) a duty on those who safeguard
themselves with full awareness of divine laws.”

"And those of you who die and leave behind wives, they shall
bequeath to their wives maintenance for a year...” (Surah # 2 Al
BAQARAH Ayaat 180 & 240).

Please contact your Lawyer or Anjuman (Zainabiya Imambargah) for assistance in

this matter. Instructions for will and a blank wi// can be found on Zainabiya’s website

at: http://www.zainabiyastl.org/?page id=564.
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12) FUNERAL HOME CONTACTS

Funeral Home 314 434 3933
Mr. Brian 314 965 8228
Ms. Danan 314 394 1475
Cemetery

Ms. Mandi Barrett 314 809 7021

13) CEMETERY/FUNERAL HOME RESPONSIBILITIES

Cemetery
Opening of the grave
Closing of the grave

Funeral Home

Transporting the body from hospital to the Cemetery
Arranging for the wooden coffin

Arranging for the concrete liner

Working with the family regarding the washing of the body

11




14) ESTIMATED FUNERAL AND BURIAL COSTS

This estimate is current as of August 2016, and subject to change. The
estimate does not include the cost of Tabaruk for Soyem and Chehlum day

rituals.

Cost of Grave Site at Bellerive Gardens $4.500

This cost is applicable only if the grave site has not
already been purchased

Cemetery Expenses $1,600
Includes the cost of opening and closing of the grave, and

providing the winches for lowering the body in the grave.

Burial cannot be scheduled after 3 PM on any

day of the week.

This cost could escalate depending upon the

hour and the day of the burial (see below)*.

Funer al D iFeegand Expehses $3,000
Includes body transportation from Home/Hospital to the

Cemetery It includes concrete vault (graveliner), cemetery

overheads, transportation of the body, 2 hours for Ghusl of

the body, putting on kafan on the marhoom and Salat e

Janaza), and obtaining burial permits. Plus taxes for the

coffin.

(See below for additional mileage charge  for
transportation **)

Small Headstone $1,600
This cost is dependent upon the headstone selected
Estimated Minimum Total Expense $10.700

(includes the cost of the gravesite)

All charges are payable upfront to the service providers.

*Extra Charge s for Cemetery as stated below:

For Saturday $600
For Sundays/Holidays $900
If funeral after 2 PM (on Saturday or Sunday) $500

**Extra Charge f or Funeral Expenses
Transporting the body beyond 75 miles will cost approx. $2.75 /mile
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15) CHECKLIST

Following items will be needed by the cemetery and the funeral company to start
the transportation of body, preparing the grave and applying for a death certificate.
Please fill the information on the final page before contacting Anjuman’s funeral
committee.

Body pick-up address

Doctor’s Contact info

Grave site number

Name of the caretaker

Contact info for the caretaker

Arrangement for the concrete liner

Contact information for party transporting the body (funeral home)

Number of death certificates needed.

(The cost for first is $13 and $10 for each additional obtained at the same
time)

=4 =8 =4 -4 -8 -4 _9_-9_-9

Information about the marhoom
Name of the deceased

Date of Death

Place of Death (Home, Hospital, etc.)
City of Death

Approximate time of Death
Place of Birth

Social Security

Mother’s Name

Father’s Name

Education Level

Has the will been reviewed?
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16) MAP OF THE BAHISHT-E-ZAHRA CEMETERY

Bellerive Gardens

740 N. Mason Road, Creve Coeur, MO 63141
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17) MAULANA KASHMIRI’S (I.M.A.M.) VISIT

His eminence Maulana Sayyid Baqgir Kashmiri had visited St. Louis to review the

burial practice and his response to the community is attached.
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Note from His Eminence

Maulana Kashmiri after his visit ’ | . M ' A M .

to St. Louis

im0 2 1437

To: Esteemad membern of Anjuman-e Ane 3yt Isamic Center and gl Our respected
Dedevers in 51. Louis, Missoud

Assgiomu "Alcykum,

1 nope this letter reaches and finas you and al community members in the best of
spintugity and heaitn.

Regarang the questions sent Dy the bDelievers in 51. Louis, MO to this office expressing
the concems of some believers about whether or not all ightful conaitions of burying
ceceqsed Musims cre Deing met in @ parficular cemetery (see anacnea fie), after
peaising Alch [swi) for His nelp in accepting the invitation of respected bromers of the
Anuman- Anie Bayt Center in St. Louis 0N MQy 14, 2014 angd visting the site 10 Decome
oware of all crcumstances, | would ke 1o inform o brothers ong sisters in 52, Louis that
Mere 5 No reason 10 De concemeda about ne bura of cececsed be evers gt e
cemetery, and mat all rightful requirements are being met, with nep of Alan [sw).
Regarang e onginal probilem of the sight gevigtion of the grave from the airection of
the Gibian, it can be soived by slightly tifing the body of the deceased so that nis foce
is in the precise direction of the Gibich (as ilustrated in the grtoched giogrom). This
WOUId SOIve the concem.

Afrer fsrening 10 artestations of frusted Delevers, | WOUIS QlsO ike 10 regssure the
relgtives of 1ne deceasec wno were Duried at Ihis cemetery in the past Ihat ther
metnod of burial s urisprugenticly comect and Ihat NO Oction is needed 10 toke on it

May Alan [sw1] nave mercy on the ceceased Delevers ana Diess e efforms of me
gedicated brothers. | sk Alah [swt), the Giorifieg, 10 gccorg the belevers in St. Louis
you, and the mercy of Alan [swt), as well Os Hs Diessngs.

Z2000 GARIISON STREFL I HE562-IMAM (46001 @ INFOSIMAMAS ORG
DEARSORN. M 48124 Q B8LSISTANI D WWWIMAM LIS ORG
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sgicamun AlQikum your Eminence

Insha’ Allah you are doing wel. We are following up on owr
cemetery issue. We nove been in diclog with the cemetery
management o allow for us fo bury the maorhoomesan in
occordance with the iiamic laws.

Curently, we have Deen given me permssion Dy the cemetery
management 1o grechy pioce Me body on the ground. This has
giowed us 10 1ilt me body further towords e general direction of
Gidbia [pieqse ee he grochad picture).

We gre giso continuing discussions with the management 1o diq me
bunal space with g slight fit so we can conguct cur burials in
QCCorgance with e SiamiC iIgws

Therafore, the folow-up questons we have ore:

1. Isthe ange as depicted in the picture fine for all fulure

bunals? - Tne angle of the it maybe somewnat reguced if

the mamoom noppens 1o be faller or faller.

Shouid we confinue 10 iImpress Upon the cemeatery

manogement 10 aig e Dunal SDOCE With a Tt

3. Inthe avent that in the future we are NOt abie 10 aig e
burial pace at a filt what options can you recommend for us:

[ ]

Q) Sei the gravesites 10 other musims who are not porticular
about being buned with ther chest ond face facing the
Qibla

D) Abandon the gravesitas ana not bury anybody in the
future and not s&0 these gravesites 10 Ohers.

Als0, it is possibie that the angle maybe signty off as we have ed
10 {in the Dest manner Mat we can| align e picture witn me
mage of ine compass.

Finally, woula it be egsier f you were 10 either vist us here and 1oke

Q 100k or tgk with Sheikh Saign A-Bash [ADU Fatima) who
conducted Me recent funeral and resices in 51, Lous

Wasaioom

Anjuman & Ahie gyt

The picture is from a
recent funeral, The
concrete liner is at 105
degrees. The blue line
marks the direction of
Kabaa and the yellow
lines are perpendicular to
the blue, Hence if the
body was laid to rest on
it's night shoulder along
the yellow line it will face
towards Qubla. The red
line is kind of like the
direction In which the
body is resting,

Note sent from Anjuman to His Eminence Maulana Kashmiri on Oct 15, 2014
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Note sent from

. . o J ¢ alk e N
Anjuman to His In the Name of Allab, the Benefscent, the Merciful

Eminence Maulana ANJUMAN - E - AHLE BAYT, Inc.

Kashmiri in October 7011 Howdershell Road
St Louis, MO 63042
2014 314 786 2902
Salaamun Alaikum your Eminence

Insha’Allah you are doing well. We have an issue and would like your opinion.

Background:

Couple of years back we had acquired some land in the cemetery here in St. Louis.
Since this portion of the cemetery was for the use by Muslims we did not pay
attention to the direction of the graves with respect to the Qibla.

Recently when one of the momineen passed away we realized the issue and the
body was placed in the grave at a slight slant. We have tried to reflect
the position and the angle 1o the best of our ability using the
illustration on the right.

Also, for that burial Maulasa Tilmiz Rizvi was with us and

requested for us to keep the body at a slant in the concrete liner so
we could lay it to rest in accordance with the Islamic laws.

The issue about the angle cf rest was raised again during two other
recent burials and probably because these marhoomeen were
somewhat bigger than our first marhoom and the proper angle may
not have been reached witkin the concrete liner and is reflected in

the illustration on the right to the best of our ability. Also, we had
placed the face/head at further slant than the rest of the body to
follow the Islamic requirement.

Currently, we are working with the cemetery management to alter
the direction of the grave sites so the bodies can be placed in the
direction according to Islanic laws.

Question:

For the marhoomeen who ere placed in these graves do we need to dig the grave and
rebury the marhoomeen?

Qibla:
46N

Wasalaam

Ali Amir
&\' P TN

v

Anpermnm-o AN Barr, Mac, 3 0 for st erpunavon iader seciion SN 2T Aoermd Sevensy Ciale o U maarparinnd av M v of Méowman
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18) INFORMATION ABOUT THE DECEASED

First Name Middle Last Name

Date of Death Place of Death (Home, Hospital, etc.)

City of Death Approximate time Number of death
of death certificates needed.

Date of Birth Place of Birth

Social Security Mother’s Name

Education Level Father’s Name

Doctor’s Name Doctor’s Contact info

Name of the caretaker Contact info for the caretaker

Body pick-up address

Grave site num Who is arranging for the concrete liner?

Contact information for party transporting the body (funeral home)

Has the will been reviewed?

Name of the family Contact info the family representative
representative
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